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24  This I recall to my mind, therefore I have hope. The LORD'S 
loving kindnesses indeed never cease, for His compassions nev-
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The LORD is my portion," says my soul, "Therefore I have hope 
in Him." 

 
When we become complacent and pessimistic we lose 

our focus and begin to think it’s all about the money, the num-
bers and the folks sitting or not sitting in the pews.  

  
As BCG we need to focus on what we are called to do: to 

proclaim the kingdom of God (Luke 4).   We are anointed by the 
%���������&����� �������������
�	������
�����
����� ���������
�
�	
�
to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the op-
pressed go free.  We are called to love the lord our God with all 
of our heart mind and soul and to love our neighbor as our-
selves.   

 
 That seems like a tall order, especially when one is 

in the valley of death and the future looks dim.  But we are not 
alone.  (John 14:16) "I will ask the Father, and He will give you 
�����
�� '
��
��� ����� '
� ���� �
� ����� ���� ���
�
�
(� ) 
� ���
� ��
helper, an advocate:  the Holy Spirit of God.   

 
Jeremiah 19:11 says, “I know the plans I have for you, 

plans for a future with hope and not for harm.”    I pray that you 
the BCGs of Atonement do not give up hope, that you step back 
from the cliff of despair and instead fling yourselves into your 
Creator’s arms.   

 
No, we do not know what the future holds for us BCGs 

here at Atonement.  But now that we know the reality of the situ-
ation we are in, we need to at least make one more effort to fight 
the good fight.  It will take change – in attitudes, in how we 
spend our money, in how we use our building, in how we do mis-
sion and other ways as yet unknown.  But we are not left alone.  
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