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This last Saturday your council and I gathered together for 
a retreat at the offices of Spirit of Hope.  During our retreat 

we built a church from the ground up.  I better flesh that out for you!  
We divided into two groups and one group studied Proverbs and the 
other Ephesians. 

Proverbs 3:5–6 
“5Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your 

own insight. 6In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make 
straight your paths.” 

 

                                                        Ephesians 4:1–16 

“I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy 
of the calling to which you have been called, 2with all humility and 

gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 
3making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond 

of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 
called to the one hope of your calling, 5one Lord, one faith, one 

baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is above all and 
through all and in all.  7But each of us was given grace according 

to the measure of Christ's gift. 8Therefore it is said,  "When he 
������������	
�	�	����������
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�� ���	�������

gifts to his people." 11The gifts he gave were that some would be 
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and 

teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 
building up the body of Christ, 13until all of us come to the unity of 
the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to 
the measure of the full stature of Christ. 14We must no longer be 

children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of 
doctrine, by people's trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful 

scheming. 15But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in 
every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the 

whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with 
which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes 

the body's growth in building itself up in love.” 
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 Based on those texts we built a church from the foundation to 
the roof.  When we got back together we discovered we had built the 
same church.  What you see following this article is the integrating of 
the two churches. 
 ����������
��������
���	���������
�����	��
����� ��������������
in the foundation and support our roof, which is our ministry. 
 We are indeed “Called by God to serve and witness to all in 
response to God’s grace.” 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ 
 
The Council had our Retreat last Saturday, April 12.  God was 
working with us.  The Council now has a better understanding of 
each other.  The time spent together for the 6 hours has brought 
us all closer together, and we have the understanding that we are 
one group that knows everybody’s opinion counts, which will make 
the communication at our meetings much better.   I feel that I have 
super people with me on the council. 
 
There’s the possibllity that the Red Cross will be conducting a 
blood drive at Atonement this October.  Char is still working on 
that and she did say that we will need volunteers to work the day 
of the blood drive 
   
The furnaces are now completely paid for.   
 
The council discussed printing  the liturgy in the bulletins and our 
recommendation was sent back to Worship & Music for their 
opinion on this. 
 
The Committees are doing an excellent job of getting their reports 
in to the council for the meeting.  Most are doing hand-written 
reports.  This Council is open to all ideas from all members.  
Please do not be afraid to step forward and give us your opinions 
or ideas. 
 
     Yours in Christ, 
 
     Nate Anderson 
     Council President 
 
 
 
 
                        

                              ���������	
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 Total income Jan-Mar 08                $   10,118.00  
 Total expenses Jan-Mar 08           -$   13,144.24 
 Net income (Jan-Mar 2008)            $   - 3,062.24  
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� 5/1 Bob Kristianson 5/7 Richard Mitchell  
� 5/1 Ruth Kilday 5/17 Beverly Spangenberg 
 5/3 Lana Dummer 5/23 Isabel Crowley  
 5/4
Evelyn Rounds
 5/25
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Richard Berner     
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 5/14 Sue Engebretson 5/28  Ruth Kilday 
 5/17 Richard Wallace 5/31  Debbie Perry  
   5/21 Dolly Berner 5/31 Bruce Johnson 
   5/23 Archie Perry 
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                           Jessica Hoefer          May 18, 2008 
                from UW Steven’s Point with a B.S. Degree in Dance 
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                 A cat died and went to Heaven...   

 

God met her at the gates and said, “You have been a good cat all 
these years. Anything you want is yours for the asking.”  The cat 
thought for a minute and then said, “All my life I lived on a farm and 
slept on hard wooden floors . I would like a real fluffy pillow to sleep 
on.” God said, “Say no more.” Instantly the cat had a huge fluffy pillow. 

A few days later, six mice were killed in an accident and they all went to 
Heaven together. God met the mice at the gates with the same offer 
that He made to the cat. The mice said, “Well, we have had to run all 
our lives from cats,dogs, and even people with brooms! If we could just 
have some little roller skates, we wouldn’t have to run again.' God 
answered, 'It is done.” All the mice had beautiful little roller skates. 
 

About a week later, God decided to check on the cat. He found her  
sound asleep on her fluffy pillow. God gently awakened the cat and  
asked, “Is everything okay? How have you been doing? Are you 
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happy?” 
 

The cat replied, “Oh, it’s WONDERFUL. I have never been so happy in 
my life. The pillow is so fluffy, and those little Meals on Wheels you’ve 
been sending over are delicious!” 
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