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 Rev. Tina Koenig Ray, BCC, Pastor 

����
          “Called by God to serve and witness to all in response to God’s grace.” 
  ——————————————————————————————————— 
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“12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 

Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body 
— Jews or Greeks, slaves or free —  

and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  
27Now you are the body of Christ  
and individually members of it.”   

1 Corinthians 12:12-13, 27 
 
 Don’t go turning the page and running from this article!  I 
know, I got rather long last month.  This month I’d like to tell you 
a story and let you interpret it for yourselves. 
 

Years ago a small monastery was nestled in the 
mountains of France.  Once it had been the center of inspiration 
for pilgrims and seekers yearning for God. People came from all 
over Europe to discover God in the monastery.  But then the 
monastery changed.  It became proud.  The brothers took 
themselves too seriously.  Instead of being truly humble, they 
became proud of their humility.  So began their decline.   Fewer 
and fewer pilgrims sought their wisdom, and few monks joined 
their ranks.  The brothers became rigid. They worshipped their 
past.  They were spiritually dead and physically dying. In another 
generation all the monks would be dead, and the monastery 
would die with them. 
 
 One day a scraggly stranger came to the door. He smiled 
a toothless smile and asked for a place to rest for the night.  He 
was invited in.  The monks thoroughly enjoyed his presence at 
dinner and sensed a spiritual depth in him, thought he was 
outwardly rough and smelly. 
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 The next morning, as he was leaving, the stranger thanked 
the abbot profusely.  Taking the abbot’s hand, he leaned forward 
and said in a soft whisper, “ I need to tell you a secret, one that 
God has given me permission to tell you.   Christ is here in your 
midst.  The Messiah is masquerading as one of your brothers.” 
The abbot was shocked: “The Messiah?  Here?  In this place?  
No, it isn’t possible!” 
 
 He told the other brothers what the stranger had said.  
They also couldn’t believe it. Then they began to think:  Could it 
be Brother Joseph?  No, he’s too selfish.  Could it be Brother 
John?  No, he’s much too strange. No matter which monk they 
thought of, they couldn’t imagine that brother being the Messiah.  
Still, what if the stranger was right?   
 

So they started to treat each other as though each was 
possibly the Christ, lest the Christ be revealed as one of them.  
As they did, the monastery changed.  The monks began to focus 
more passionately on God during the worship, lest Christ catch 
them slumbering. They read Scripture with renewed fervor, lest 
Christ catch them daydreaming.   
 

As they did, they grew spiritually.  Their prayers took on a 
new life. So did their teaching and service.  And people noticed.  
Soon pilgrims and seekers came to their door to learn from their 
wisdom.  New monks joined their ranks to learn the spiritual 
secrets.  They became alive once again and once again the 
monastery became a center of spiritual life for all of Europe.   

 
They became alive to Christ. 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 
Thank you all for letting me be in this position and I hope to serve 
the Council and Congregation as well as the previous presidents.  
Right now I’m getting my feet wet and tying up loose ends.   
 
The first meeting of the new council went very well, I thought.  
Pastor Tina and I are working to get members to serve on the 
Mututal Ministry Committee.  We have paid Quigley Smart 
$10,200.00 on the furnaces and have chosen 2 dates for the 
Annual Picnic-either June 22 or June 29.   
 
The Chili & Soup Cookoff was a success.  Bob Kristianson won 
first prize for soup and Bruce Johnson won first prize for Chili.  
Both donated their prize money back to the church.  Best Table 
Decorations went to Pastor Tina.  Total money collected was over 
$500 for the event. 
 
As far as the budget goes, as of February we are $5,389.41 in the 
hole.  The council is now smaller.  We look forward to having 
people step up and volunteer for committees.  One committee we 
need is Counters on Sunday mornings.  If you are interested in 
volunteering, please fill out a voluteer sheet, found in the 
Klingberg Chapel.  We will be having a council meeting on April 12 
and also having a retreat for the Council to get to know each other 
better and pray about being on the council this year. 
 
     Yours in Christ, 
     Nate Anderson, 
     Council President 
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 Total income Jan-Feb 08                $   18,841.49  
 Total expenses Jan-Feb 08           -$   24,230.63 
 Net income (Jan-Feb 2008)            $   -5,389.14  
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Eternal Candle:   The Eternal Candle for April is from Richard &  
                             Marjorie Berner in memory of George & Esther          
                  Berner and Charles & Virginia Lamb       

Altar Guild:   Mary & Richard Wendtland 
 

Weekly Beloit Daily News ad: Norb Larson�����
������������������������������������������������� ������������������������������
�

������������ �
 Flowers: Dick & Janice Mitchell for their 50th anniversary  
 Bread of Heaven:  Gary & Vi Pankonien  
 Fellowship:  open 
 Acolyte: open    �

�������� ��������
� Flowers: Doris Betz in memory of sister Dee & Dick 
 Bread of Heaven:  Phyllis Steele & Irene Baker  
 Fellowship:  Phyllis Steele & Irene Baker  
 Acolyte:  open      �

���������
�  Flowers: open  
 Bread of Heaven:  Gary & Vi Pankonien  
   Fellowship:  Dick & Jan Mitchell 
   Acolyte:   open 
 Y.A.G. Host:  open  

���������
   Flowers: Judy Gundry in honor of family 
 Bread of Heaven:  Gary & Vi Pankonien   
   Fellowship:   open 
 Acolyte: open 
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� 4/10 Pat Guaginte 4/23 Todd Anderson  
� 4/13 McKenna Davies 4/23 Russ Engebretson 
 4/13 Florence Buchholz 4/25 Nicole Johnson 
 4/16 Irene Baker 4/26 Candy Hoefer 
 4/19 Joan Guetschow 4/29 Paul Bolender 
    

  ������������������������������������������������������ 
�����
��
�

 4/2 Fern Miller 4/13  Barb Anderson 
 4/5 Bonnie Ottow 4/18  Kyle Hoefer  
    4/6 Sally Luety 4/20 Austin Anderson 
    4/7  Freda Leeder 4/25 Michael Janke 
  4/12 Ross Johnson 4/29 Charleta Affeldt 
  4/13 Jackie Holmbeck    
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                            Jack Kalk              February 26, 2008 
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           Dawson David Richard Van Fleet         March 23, 2008 
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May Newsletter articles are due  Monday, 
April 14 .   Newsletters will be assembled on 
Friday, April 18.���
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