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 Rev. Tina Koenig Ray, BCC, Pastor 
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          “Called by God to serve and witness to all in response to God’s grace.” 
  ——————————————————————————————————— 
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                         AWAKE, AWARE & ALIVE! 

In order for people to become aware of Christ’s presence among 
us we need to allow the life of Christ to grow within us, both as 
individuals and as a church.  Colossians 3:12–17 is a prime 
example of how we do that:: “12As God's chosen ones, holy and 
beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone 
���� �� ����	�
��� �
�
���� ��������� ���

��� ����� ����� �� ����� ��� ����
Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14Above all, 
clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be 
thankful. 16���� ���� ����� ��� ���
��� ���		� 
�� ���� �
��	��� ������ � ���
�����
��� ���� �������� 
�� �		� �
������ ���� �
��� 
���
� ���� 
�� �����
hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17And 
whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”   
 
Wow, those are wonderful words of life.  It’s been awhile since 
I’ve read them.  They are powerful.  I could read that some 
Sunday for my sermon and sit down.   
 
These words from Colossians describe what most people want.  
Some place to be loved, accepted, forgiven and welcomed.    If 
we embodied these words from Colossians, people would truly 
feel the presence of God.  Again that’s what people really want 
they want to experience God, the style of worship doesn’t matter 
so much as the opportunity to experience the presence of God in 
some tangible way.   It can be in the hymns, or the prayers or the 
���		���������
�����������������������������������
 ��
	�����������
warm welcome they receive.  People are looking for an 
encounter of the close kind.    
 
We don’t have to look far to find Christ, “Christ is present at the 
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core of all of our churches like a slumbering child, wanting to be 
awakened, wanting to play, wanting to bless us with his 
presence.” (p. 74 of Becoming a Blessed Church) 

Awake .  Romans 13:11 :  “11Besides this, you know what time it is, 
how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers.”  
We need to wake up and to actually expect something wonderful 
to happen in our church.  We need to come with the expectation 
that we will encounter Christ, God and/or the Holy Spirit in the 
meeting, in our worship, in our fellowship, in our relationships.   

Aware.   Now, don’t get scared of the term ‘mystical awareness’.  
We can all develop this awareness, not just me as your pastor.  
Mystical awareness moves events out of the coincidence arena 
and into the God is present arena.    Not ‘what a coincidence’, but 
‘God/Christ is with us in this moment’.  We are the body of Christ. 
(1 Corinthians12:12-13) 
 
Alive.  John 15:” 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the 
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are 
the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much 
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.”  As we become 
more aware of Christ within us, of this deep connection we have 
to God through Christ, we bear fruit, we flourish and blossom  
with the love of Christ.   
 
This does not mean that we never suffer.  We become aware that 
God is with us, blessing us despite the pain and suffering we 
experience in life.  As with the 23 Psalm, in the midst of the 
valleys we find love, hope and faith.  Even as we walk through 
valleys and climb hills and  saunter the plains, we take notice of 
the blessings God works in our midst. 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
I don't know about you, but it has been a fast three years for me. 
Seems as if it was last week that I was voted in as Vice President 
��������
�����������������
	�������
�������
������� ����������
���
But the people I served with made it so easy and fun to do the job. 
Not that there weren't any bumps in the road, they just made the 
bumps seem small and less difficult because these Council 
members are really good, caring and likable people. 
 
My hope and prayer for everyone in our congregation is that you 
continue to help these folks the way you all helped me. Pray for 
them and tell them that you appreciate the job that they are doing.  
 
I am not leaving, nor do I intend to go anywhere else to Worship. I 
will be there to help when I can. 
 
                                                               Yours in Christ, 
                                                                
                                                               Bruce Johnson 
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The January & February 2008 Financial Update  
will be in next month’s newsletter. 
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Eternal Candle:   The Eternal Candle for March is from Rollyn &                    
                   Charleta Affeldt in memory of their parents.        

Altar Guild:   Maggie Janke & Andrea Garvey 

 

Weekly Beloit Daily News ad: Char Affeldt���
������������������������������������������������������������
������������ �
 Flowers: Russ & Cheryl Ramczyk in honor of their birthdays  
 Bread of Heaven:  Judy Gundry 
 Fellowship:  Russ & Cheryl Ramczyk 
 Acolyte: open    �

������� ��������
� Flowers: open 
 Bread of Heaven:  Ray & Joanne Capes  
 Fellowship:  open  
 Acolyte:  open      �

���������
�  Flowers: Bob Kristianson in memory of his son Donn  
 Bread of Heaven:  Ray & Joanne Capes  
   Fellowship:  open 
   Acolyte:   open 
 Y.A.G. Host:  open   

���������
   Flowers: Carole Doubleday in memory of Mel Doubleday 
 Bread of Heaven:  Ray & Joanne Capes   
   Fellowship:   open 
 Acolyte: open 
 

���������
   Flowers: open 
 Bread of Heaven:  Ray & Joanne Capes   
   Fellowship:   open 
 Acolyte: open 
�����������������������������������������������������
�
�

��������������������������������������������
��   
   

� 3/1 Mary Mann 3/24 Fern Miller  
� 3/6 Sally Luety 3/26  Cole & Samuel Rowald 
 3/10 Bonnie Ottow     
      

                      �����������
���������
����
�
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 3/2 Justin Reedy 3/21 William Rowald 
 3/17 Gene Sanda 3/22 Candy Hoefer 
  3/17 Ron Guaginte     3/25 Dru Dummer 
  3/17 Richard Mitchell    3/29 Morris Hansen 
  3/20 Nancy Clickner 
 

                                      —————————— 
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April Newsletter articles are due  Monday, March 17 .   
Newsletters will be assembled on  Friday, March 21 .���
����� �
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   3/4     Our Saviors Vikings @ Atonement 
Rebels  
     Atonement Rejects @ Sun 
Valley Too 

 

 3/11 Atonement Rebels @ Our Saviors Trolls 
   1st Congregational @ Atonement Rejects 
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· I wondered why the baseball was getting bigger.  Then it hit me. 
· Police were called to a daycare center where a 3-year-old was     

resisting a rest. 
· To write with a broken pencil is 

pointless. 
· When the smog lifts in Los 
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Angeles, U.C.L.A. 
· The dead batteries were given out free of charge. 
· The professor discovered that her theory of earthquakes was on 

shaky ground. 
· A dentist and a manicurist fought tooth and nail. 
· ���
���	���������������	�����
���������
����  
·  
����	
���	
!���������������
���	
���	
!���������� � 
· A backward poet writes inverse. 
· A chicken crossing the road: poultry in motion. 
· With her marriage she got a new name and a dress. 
· When a clock is hungry it goes back four seconds. 
· You are stuck with your debt if you can’t budge it. 
· He broke into song because he couldn’t find the key. 
· A boiled egg is hard to beat. 
· Acupuncture: a jab well done. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�)�� �7	������	������	8  
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